
arn m sJaWoIuE Je[qcBag .suaddeq

lr aJns Eupletu lnooe pasnqlua
os $uaas 'aJoJs aJnlruJn t ezeldlnulell
e suao oqnr ,ralqaeag qog dqu uoseaj

aql SI U.ttoluAop STATJUnW JOJ JauJoJ
aW p]nore pnf sr poo8 turqlaruos
1eq1 tumuels:apun aql sddrira;

'srolla^q 01a^rpB4le arou reJ
auo?oq ol BqoE aJB salls truaudolaaai

fqrag mqlo ]eq] q g,tta:{11
aJour eql ,q1tua4s ureE q anuriu6d

Ialoq pue Jaluao uor?ua^uoD aql sv
aaeds lrEar "roog puno-it roJ lseej le 
.c1rs 

luarudolaaa'p
JurlJo B st - loloH uossrpBu eql uor}

floJltrX s.auols e,{1uo : uonecol s?r

?Pql snoi^qo aq prcoqs 1l sarols llPa
Jttl Jo oJnlnj aqtr o1 luepodurr r(11e1in

aq ppoa pauaddeq daql leqiioe;
aW pue pauaddeq sfulql asarn iarL 

-

aoi;so lsod p19 aw ur Jaluao 
".,ffy^t;l: e Sutdolaaap Jo saoupqo am Jor

la{rru e a,re8 ,(uetu lou puv .guneJado

aq lMs plnoe ialoH uosspPu
aql ler{l po^aqeq aABq ppon i{ueru

1ou'prcs da;B3,.,ote s.lear( ma; y,,
.alaunw u/dolu&op

ur 8up1;ou fl 1l lerli aodepraa jlaurl
sr aJarll'qoeo:dde qBJ-rl?J Jo pup{

T?rl1 q mau Eurypu sr araqtr allqd\

aq1ur.igeraedsal.rabool llq e lm ploq
Ilur€qs 1uq1 s1 adoq efl lng 

.lr 
Io puoJ

urloJ, ssrl 
^lrunutuoc 

aq1 asnecaq lsnl
'asn ou seq trBrll tulpgnq e umlurrru

o11lo noA ueql uorle8llqo aror,u
ou seq luaEffs saouBJd lpql Jaqwaual

ol luegodun sr lr .pres 
legl lN

aqr rol .. Joqou, *rornff lf'rHl:* ol flfilqp eql Jo acue.Uodun lecuolsrq
qons qlrlr EufpUnq ? ararll sf a:aq,ndu

lng 'ullo4n^'lop agl u aaeds aor;;o
luEoB^ puB sluoiraJols,(1dua 1o,[1ua1ei

JJB aJaqut 'oiloqtu(s si ll sE otruouoaa
qanu os lou ff uossal arl,i .lBrl?

uo saaiEe auof.rang -lueuetoiarrapoi
umoluaop "rog ueld r(ue o1 lqrt sI saJols nBg am 'a>lEslr,u o,u a{EIi\J

.. ueEuirlop aiil oo l[nBssE uB sP
/ilrunruuor aq1 r(q paaap oq plnoo lL, 'pres tuaprsa.rd paunoa flra ,uosuqof

ml3 sV 'ua11oB.ro; aq uoos 1ou grtr 1iq]
saAear {coqs al?aJo nltr g,slle} ll JI
fpado.rd saJols fleg aH ro] ueld qcns

ou seg aqs'tuppnq mau aarssCldut
uB spuBls Arou areql eJagfi ,JauJoo

' no^lg aql a4;1un leql jaqwauar
nm aqs puy .poqs1ouap 

Buraq
setr JatrpaqJ, IIoATU eql auru aq1 Fm:np

Ilepnolc {leaq e a:1n flrunuiuoa aql
palln8ua lerp * Ud peq aq1 uonuaur cii
1ou : qsnEue pue ured aql.raquauaj

llin aqs sdeq.:a4 rlooqlaqeoli "raq 1o
peols'tt! 1:Eaq Jaq q UaNTI dlaletrqln
fl1fi 'sI aqs 1eq1{pe1 tr.rerus luaB.reg
saaueJd trBq1au qlal Burularuog

suoaard os? puv -,'SfJguJrHiH[
uaaa qsnd'ol Burpels s [a:ep "rokep
J.ieql sinlnJ B SadS aqs palBJlput sBtl

pue Eulpljnq aql paJnutr seq.radola,rap
srlodeuerpul uy 'Em1u1e.re a1doe6

tqqroa sr 1i 
.ueld .iaq sr srrp JI

TIEI ma tqpgnq
aW arnln, oql ui auq auos 1e sdeq.rad
qJoa l.usaop l?t11 n puv .ua1qo:daq1

uo q snaoJ o1 aldoad Eurqa8 * aar,rias
r11qnd alqenlea e Eurruol.rad si aqs

'gi 'qad m Bmlour aJe saaJc Suglrara
aq1 auo{.rarra Bu111a1 dq,aqltef^,t

0p oea,, oraqlato, 
oroi 3ljI$r,ou

'd11unruuoo aqtr ples {aca srq}
'1spr11do [EuJa?a ue ,;odeu aq; 

-

uorlrlouap s3iols llEg aqld01s
0? rneuiop trueulura,lo;aarod Er Jsn
ppom dlra aql pa1uap 1ou seq fo.re3

"anosal aql ol aprJ o1 paslod ruoas
sJag?o pue fa;e3 :o{e1q'a1qmueary

'Buqgnlq s,aqs'{qql },uop I 'aurr1 arues
eql le trng '3urp1rnq sa.ro1g geg1.
diil uaop trnreal lnoqe snoiJos

s luatreg saaueJd r[mm l.uop nns

uoplpuleo serols tpfl Jo lBerqf

EIIBfl II TIT/[' 686} 
.8U 

AHVRNVR 'AVEIUNIVS HV1S g



E6Lurr wr .flJ U
ultrmately list€o Do her beart ir0ead
of her pocketbook. Perhaps she will
renoember the pain and anguish - not
to mention the bad PR - that engulfed
tle comrnunity likea heavy cloudall
durilg the time the Rivoli Theater was
being demolished. And she will
remember that unlike the Bivoli
corDer, where there now stands an
impressive new building, she has no
such plan for the Ball Stores property.

U it falls; it will ereate shock waves
that will not smn be forgotten. As e[ff
Johlson, eity council president, said,
"lt eould be viewed by the eommunity
as an assadlt on the downtown."

Make no mistake, the Ball Stores is
vital to any plan for downtowu
redevelopment" Everyone agrees 0n
that. Thereason is noi so much
eeonomie as it is symbolie. There are
plenty of empty storefronts and vaeant
offiee space in the downtown. But
nowhereis there a building with such
historical importance or the ability io
serve as a "southertranchor" for the
Walnut Plaza.

AII that said, it is important to
remember that Frances Sargent has no
more obligation than you or I to
maintain a building that has no use,
just because the community has grown
fond of it. But the hope is that she will
hold oui a bit longer, espeeially in the
face of signs that better times lie
ahead.

The burlding's future" if rt has one,
eould lie in the hands of Indianapolis
developer Sheila Kennedy" She tias
transformed srmilar buildings in
Indianapglis apd Fort Wayrle into
eondos. She says the Ball Stores is rn
exeellent shape for that kind of
development, in addition to offiee
space and retail areas on the groupd
floor.

But Kennedy's finaneial timetable
(she probably won't be ready to make
an offer for 6 months) and Frances
Sargent's demolition timetable are at
odds. Somethinl will have to give"

this Feet said tbe cotumunity,
rf people work Cogether, "ean do
anything."

While there is nothing new in that
kind of rah-rah approach. there is
ample evidence that it is working in
downtown Muncie.

"A few years ago," Carey said, not
many would have believed that the
Radisson Hotel would still be
operating. And not many gave a nieke-I
for the chanees of develbping a
eonvention eenter in the old post office
building.

Yet these things happened and the
faet that they happened eould be
vitally important to the future of the
Ball Stores. It should be obvious that
ik loeation * only a stone's throw
from the Radisson Hotel * is a prirne
development site, at least for gr'ound
floor retail spaee.

As the convention center and hotel
continue to gain strength, the more
likely it is that other nearby
development sites are going to become
far more attractive to investors-

Perhaps the understanding that
something good is just around the
corner for Muneie's downtown is the
reason why Rob Beachler, who owns a
V[alnut Plaza furniture store, seems so
enthused about making sure it
happens. Beachler and others in [be
eenhal City Business Association have
announeed they fully intend to
implement the best features of the
downtown's latest master plan that
was given life by the eentral eity Task
Foree-

And they're not just talking about
running a trolley up the plaza; they've
brig plans for a lot of places and they
sound determined.

All of this is going on in the midst of
Frances Sargent's threat to tear down
her building. But. as we hinted above,
maybe that is all part of her plan. If it
works, downtown Muncie will be
forever in her debt.

Larry Shores is editor of The Star;

Save Ball Storea
JtJtLT E. EAIN

We should save the Ball Storee, as
we eitizens and taxpayers can't afford
to lose this vi,tal downtown bloek to a
pile of rubble. U this elegant old
building is demolished, an inoportant
historieal symbol of our community
\rill b€ forever lost along with the
Rivoli, the Wysor Building:and eount-
less others. It will further cripple the
effort to make the downtown an
eeonomie success and our downtown is
strug$ing for its very life already" We
would lose a valued corner Ieg of
downtown redevelopment, jobs, eco-
nomie stability, tax dollars, and a
pieee of Muneie hist,ory. Is it worth it?
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